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AN INVITATION TO PRAY WITH YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
These opening and closing prayers have been prepared to help your pastoral council become what it is intended to be:  a leadership body in communion with God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and focused on enabling the community to carry out the mission of the Church (to proclaim the Gospel, to form community, and to serve especially those in need).  As stated in the “Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines” of the Diocese of Rochester, the specific purposes of the pastoral council are:
· to develop a common vision and purpose, actively advocate for the poor and the powerless, and to extend Christian commitment to the surrounding neighborhoods and communities;

· to orchestrate a statement of mission for the parish community and become the reference point for activity in the parish;
· to provide recommendations for priorities, directions, and policies through pastoral planning for worship, evangelization, outreach, stewardship, etc.;
· to promote communication, understanding, and collaboration among parish organizations and between the parish, the diocese, and the universal Church.

In our rush to “get the business of the council done” we may forget that we are challenged to ongoing renewal through prayer, study, listening, and dialogue.  Because of our familiarity with secular boards of directors, we may forget that we are a body of church leaders engaged with our pastor or pastoral administrator in discerning the ways God is speaking to this community in this time and place.  For our actions to be imbued with the wisdom of God, they must begin with prayer, with listening to one another in faith and love, followed by listening to the larger community of parishioners in similar faith and love, and end again in prayer.  

And so you are invited and encouraged to set aside time at the beginning and end of your pastoral council meetings to use these prayers.  We are confident that the quality of your relationships with one another and the community at large and the quality of your decisions will be enhanced as you take time for shared prayer in God’s presence.

Peace and blessings,
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Hints for the Prayer Leader

It may be helpful to designate a different person on your council to lead prayer for each meeting.  In this way, more and more of the leaders of your community will gain experience with leading prayer in small groups.

Preparation before the Pastoral Council meeting

1. Read through the prayer session for the Sunday following your meeting.  Become familiar with it.  
2. Make enough copies of the prayer for all you expect to attend the meeting.  You may distribute these at the beginning of the meeting or send them out to members ahead of time along with the agenda and minutes of the previous meeting.

3. If a visual image is suggested for this particular prayer session, bring it to the meeting if possible.  Having an image in the center of the gathering will help members remember throughout the evening that the meeting unfolds in God’s presence.

A Walk Through the Prayer Outline
Prayer at the beginning of the meeting (allow 10-15 minutes on your agenda):

1. Invite those present to become quiet and remember that they are in the presence of God.  After a brief pause, begin the Invitation to Prayer.

2. Either read the Scripture passage yourself or have someone else do so (ask them before the meeting begins).

3. Allow several minutes for silent reflection and consideration of the faith sharing questions.  

4. Invite those present to respond (in groups of two or three or in the larger council group) to any of the suggested questions for faith sharing out loud.  People may also choose to share how the reading spoke to them in general.  All do not need to respond but allow silent pauses so that people can reflect comfortably.  

5. Go on to the beginning of your meeting’s agenda.

Prayer at the end of the meeting (allow 5 minutes on your agenda):

1. Begin the intercessory prayers as written in the prayer session.

2. Invite others to share their own prayers aloud.

3. When all who choose to share prayers are done, say “For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts.”

4. Begin the closing prayer.
Notes
1. The intercessory prayers may be moved to the end of the “prayer at the beginning of the meeting” or offered in the middle of the meeting—as well as at the end as suggested in the prayer sessions.

2. Some communities like to develop one intercessory prayer relative to the issues on which the pastoral council is working.  This prayer is prayed by the entire community at Sunday liturgies over the course of the month.  This practice provides spiritual support for the parish’s leadership, helps the entire congregation to be conscious of issues under consideration by the pastoral council, and helps all to focus on the God who leads the community into the future.
3. These prayer sessions, while designed for pastoral councils, can be used at the meetings of the parish staff, other parish committees, and the planning group council with minor adaptation.

Faith Sharing Guidelines

Each person is led by God on his or her personal spiritual journey.  Faith sharing refers to shared reflections on the action of God in one’s experience as related to Scripture and faith.  Faith sharing is not discussion, problem solving, or scripture study.  The purpose is an encounter, between a person in the concrete circumstances of life and the Word of God, which leads to a conversion of heart.  The entire faith sharing process is seen as prayer, i.e. listening to the Word of God as revealed in scripture and in each other’s experience.

1. Participants are given time to reflect before sharing begins, and a period of comfortable silence might occur between individuals sharing.  Silence is a vital part of the total process of faith sharing.

2. Sharing is optional.  Each person shares at the time and on the level where he or she feels comfortable.
3. There is no set order for sharing (you do not need to go in a circle around the group).

4. Listen respectfully and openly.  If someone does not hear the sharing or does not understand, he or she can ask for clarification.

5. There is no discussion or commenting on what is shared.  An appropriate response from the prayer leader or group might be a smile, a nod, or a “thank you.”

6. The prayer leader and group are not there as “problem solvers” or “advice givers.”

7. Participants are encouraged to share in the first person (I feel…I believe…etc.).

8. Anything that is shared in the group is confidential and does not leave the group.  It is meant to be a gift for this group only.
Choices in Life

First Sunday of Lent, Cycle A

March 1, 2020
Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting
Invitation to Prayer

All:
Loving God, we gather at the beginning of this Lenten Season, knowing that the days ahead are a gift and an opportunity.  Help us, each day, to make choices that will reflect our gratitude for the gift of life and our desire to use the precious gift of time to love our families and to reach out to those in need.  We pray this in the name of Jesus, who died and rose that we might live.  Amen.

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11

At that time, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry.  The tempter approached and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become loaves of bread.”  He said in reply:  “It is written: one does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down.  For it is written: “He will command his angels concerning you and with their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.”  Jesus answered him: “Again it is written, you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”  

Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their magnificence, and he said to him, “All these I shall give you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship me.”  At this Jesus said to him, “Get away, Satan!  It is written:  The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve.”  Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him.

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent reflection

Questions for faith sharing:

1. What special practice have I chosen for this Lent that I hope will strengthen my faith and prayer life?

2. How is God’s grace urging me toward a choice that will help me to be more sensitive to the needs of the poor and those most vulnerable?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
O God, you have planted the seed of your Word in our hearts.  Let it shape our lives and be the source of our choices and decisions, we pray…

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
Please offer any other needs so that we may pray for them…


(When all who choose are finished offering prayers) 

For these prayers and 
all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

God of all time and all generations, may the gift of your life within us 


show itself in visible ways, so that we may make clear with our lives 


the good news of Jesus, who is our brother, our savior, our God, our 


companion, our friend.  Inspire us with new ways to serve you and 


one another.  Let all that we do reflect our faith and trust in your 


promises, as together we strive to live in the unity of our God, who is 


Creator, Word and Holy Spirit, one God forever.  Amen.

The Challenge to Move Forward in Trust

2nd Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
March 8, 2020

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: 
God of hope, in the midst of new pathways and uncertain roads, 
we place our trust in you. 

Lead us to move in the ways you would have us go,
to create the community you would have us be, 

to make your kingdom alive in our midst.

We ask this in the name of Jesus.

All: 

Amen. 

Scripture Reading:    Genesis 12: 1-4 

The Lord said to Abram: "Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you. 

"I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you;

I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.

All the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you." 

Abram went as the Lord directed him, and Lot went with him.

Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing (choose one or two for faithsharing)
1. In times of uncertainty and doubt in your own life, how have you known that God was leading you forward? What lessons have you learned from such experiences?
2. How can we, as pastoral council members, lead our people forward into the uncharted territory of the future as Abraham did for his people?
3. What are the assurances we bring with us that God remains with us and guides our actions?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
Let us turn to our loving God with our hopes and concerns for our community and our world. 

That our church might remain faithful to the message of love and life that has been entrusted to us, we pray:
All:

Lead us, O Lord.

Leader:
That world leaders might move bravely forward to provide justice, peace 



and prosperity for all peoples, we pray:
All:

Lead us, O Lord.

(Leader may add or invite prayers that address the concerns dealt with in this meeting.)

Leader:
Please offer any other needs so that we may pray for them…



(When all who choose to share are finished offering prayers) 

For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray:

All:

Lead us, O Lord.
Closing Prayer

Leader:
 Let us pray as individuals, but also as a community asking for God’s guidance and expressing our trust in God’s direction for us and for our people:

All:




 My Lord God,

I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.

Nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I think I am following
your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you,
and I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing.

And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road
though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust you always.
Though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death,

I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Thomas Merton
We Stand in Grace

Third Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
March 15, 2020
Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  
Faithful God, open our hearts to the grace of the moment, the grace of our time together, and deepen our hope so that we may be “grace givers” to those who thirst for you.  Amen.

Scripture Reading:  Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8


Brothers and sisters:


Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.  


And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  For Christ, while we were still helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly.  Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die. 


But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.  


The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. During the past week where have you witnessed hope in the community?

2. What is the grace you desire for yourself and the Council during this meeting?

Prayer at the End of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
Name a circumstance or person for whom you desire God’s grace…

After a few moments of silence, in a litany form, persons name their 
circumstance or person in turn.  After each person speaks, the group 
responds:

All:

We hope in you, O God.

Closing Prayer

All:
Loving God, as we continue our journey through this Lent, 
let us be hope and look for hope in one another.  Amen.

Discerning (version 1)
4th Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
March 22, 2020
This version should be used if the pastoral council is being consulted by the Pastor or Pastoral Administrator right now on a particular major issue.

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Preparation
   

These prayers are designed for use after a thorough discussion of the options under consideration has already taken place.


Invitation to Prayer

This opening prayer is very brief, but goes directly to the point.  The leader needs to help prepare members to pray it from the depths of their hearts.  Invite the group to take several deep breaths together.  Invite them to settle down from the business of their days… to gather their attention into this present moment…to consciously draw their minds and hearts into the awareness that God is present and active within us.  Then pray slowly and deliberately…

Leader:
Lord God, our Light and our Salvation,



it is our deepest desire to follow you in all your ways.

All:

Not our will but yours be done.

Scripture Reading:   1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a


The Lord said to Samuel:  “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.  

I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen my king from among his sons.”


As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.”


But the Lord said to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him.  Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”


In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any one of these.”  Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”


Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.”


Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”


Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them.  He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance.


The Lord said, “There—anoint him, for this is the one!”

Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David. 


The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

The leader allows for a few moments of quiet, then states the items under consideration.  The leader then concludes:

Gracious God, help us to see as you do.

The silent reflection resumes for a little while longer, after which the faith sharing questions are introduced.   Allow the members of the group a minute to consider each of the questions and write notes for themselves if they so wish, before the sharing is opened up.  

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. As I sit in the silence looking over our options, do I find myself drawn to one more than any of the others?

2. As I sit in the silence with our options laid out before us, do I have a sense of others losing their pull and fading into the background?

3. As I consider the matter that we have before us, do I see anything differently now than I did before?

4. What did I hear in this Scripture passage that I would like to share with this group as we continue our discerning process?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
O God, your reign extends throughout the universe. 

May we always seek to live our lives in harmony with the world you 

    create.    

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
Jesus, our Redeemer, shepherd us along the way.

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
Holy Spirit, strengthen our resolution to be rooted always in the will of 



    God.

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
For what else shall we pray…

 (When all who choose are finished voicing prayers) 



For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Closing Prayer:  Our Father

Discerning (version 2)
4th Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
March 22, 2020
This version should be used if the pastoral council is not being consulted right now by the Pastor or Pastoral Administrator on a particular major issue.

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader:
Lord God, our Light and our Salvation,



it is our deepest desire to follow you in all your ways.

All:

Not our will but yours be done.

Scripture Reading:   1 Samuel 16: 1b,6-7, 10-13a


The Lord said to Samuel:  “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.  

I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen my king from among his sons.”


As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.”


But the Lord said to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him.  Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”


In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any one of these.”  Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”


Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.”


Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”


Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them.  He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance.


The Lord said, “There—anoint him, for this is the one!”

Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David. 


The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. When was a time in your life when God’s will for you was quite different from your own desire?

2. When faced with important decisions, how do you discern what God’s will might be?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
O God, your reign extends throughout the universe. 

May we always seek to live our lives in harmony with the world you 

    create.    

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
Jesus, our Redeemer, shepherd us along the way.

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
Holy Spirit, strengthen our resolution to be rooted always in the will of 



God.

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Leader:
For what else shall we pray…

(When all who choose are finished voicing prayers) 



For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:

Lord, help us to live in your light.

Closing Prayer

Leader:
Let us pray together in the words that Jesus taught us.

All:

Our Father… 

Jesus is the Way

5th Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
March 29, 2020
Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer 

Leader: 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord.
All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
Be attentive and hear our call.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
Grant us mercy and forgiveness, O Lord.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
For our souls long for you.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
And in your word we hope.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Leader:
For it is in your steadfast love that we find our true redemption.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Scripture Reading: 
John 11:1-45

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was ill.  So the sisters sent word to him, saying, "Master, the one you love is ill."  When Jesus heard this he said, "This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it."  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place where he was.  Then after this he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea."  The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back there?"  Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.  But if one walks at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."  He said this, and then told them, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken him."  So the disciples said to him, "Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved."  But Jesus was talking about his death, while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep.  So then Jesus said to them clearly, "Lazarus has died.  And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may believe.  Let us go to him."  So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go to die with him."  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away.  And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.  Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  “But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you."  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise."  Martha said to him, "I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day."  Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?" 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing (choose two or three for faithsharing)
1. What are the “troubles” that disturb us in our parish and in our community?

2. Take one of the concerns mentioned above…What would Jesus’ way to respond be like?

3. How is our Pastoral Council a living sign of Jesus’ forgiveness, healing and redeeming love for our faith community?

4. Imagine Jesus asking you, “Do you believe this?”  How would you respond?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
In faith, we bring our needs and concerns to our gracious God.

For each of us on Pastoral Council, may we be inspired to respond as instruments of God’s merciful compassion to those we meet who are in need of forgiveness or healing, we pray…
All:

Jesus, show us the way.

Leader:
Please offer any other needs or concerns so that we may pray for them…


(When all who choose are finished offering prayers) 

For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:

Jesus, show us the way.

Closing Prayer 

All:

God of abundant mercy,

renew the landscape of our hearts this night.

Look not upon the sins of our past,

and lift from our hearts the failures that weigh us down.

When we rise in the morning,

may we experience refreshment and new life 

in your loving forgiveness. 

We make our prayer through Jesus who is our Way.  Amen.
Jesus Christ is Lord

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, Cycle A
April 5, 2020
Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader:
God our Father, your son Jesus Christ was obedient to you, accepting death on a cross.  Help us in our obedience to your loving and life-giving will.  May we always accept our crosses and proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

All:
Amen.
Scripture Reading:  Philippians 2:6-11

Your attitude must be Christ’s:  

though he was in the form of God, 

he did not deem equality with God something to be grasped.  

Rather, he emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

coming in human likeness;

and found human in appearance,

he humbled himself, 

becoming obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.

Because of this, God greatly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend,

of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Where have we seen death and resurrection in our community?

2. What are our hopes for our community?

3. How does the Pastoral Council reflect the attitude of Jesus?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:
In confidence we now offer God our prayers and our needs.



For all who serve others in any capacity, that they do so humbly and with 

loving kindness, we pray to the Lord…

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
Please offer any other needs so that we may pray for them…



(When all who choose are finished offering prayers) 

For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer 

All:
God of mercies, you have given us an example of unselfish love in the sufferings of your only Son.  May we continue to receive your countless blessings through our service of you and our neighbor.  Amen.

He is Risen!

EASTER SUNDAY, Cycle A
April 12, 2020
Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

(Suggestion:  have some water or holy water available in a dish and candle.  This will be used at the end of the prayer beginning the meeting.)
Invitation to Prayer:

Leader:
In this week we call “holy,” let us pray in silence


that we may be holy and faithful 
in all of the dyings and risings in our lives…..[pause for silent prayer]
All:

God of Life, 

by raising your son Jesus, you conquered the power of death

and opened to us the way to eternal life.  

Let our Easter celebration raise us up and renew our lives

by your Spirit that is within us and among us. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Scripture Reading:  John 20: 1ff

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb.

So she ran to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.”


The Gospel, the Good News of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing:

1. During Lent, has there been any “stone” removed in my life?  Or have I tried to remove any stone or barrier?

2. Mary RAN to tell the News.  How can I be excited to share the Good News?

Pass around the water & make the sign of the cross on oneself or each other.
All:
Be with us, God, as we gather.  Bless our hearts and lives, that

we may be faithful servants, working in your name to spread your Word.


May we be positive signs of your ongoing presence in our world, 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen!

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers:
Leader:
For all still searching for God or for new life and reason to believe, we 



pray…

All:  

Roll back the stone so we may live your new Life!

Leader:
For our parish, that we may lead others to Christ by our words and the way 


we live and act, we pray…

All:  

Roll back the stone so we may live your new Life!

Leader:
Please offer any other needs so that we may pray for them…



(When all who choose are finished offering prayers) 

For these prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts…

All:  

Roll back the stone so we may live your new Life!

Closing Prayer:  The Lord’s Prayer… 
